
EHRiC/S5/19/C(EPFA)/32 
 

EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM GARY CANTWELL  

 

Not allowing parents to discipline their children in a reasonable fashion is 

detrimental to a child’s welfare.  

Smacking a child is completely different to child abuse. It is a normal part of disciplining a 

child and is a key tool insuring the safety and welfare of the child. Not allowing the normal 

disciplining of a child and criminalising normal parents for smacking a child in a normal 

fashion is abusive behaviour by the government towards the parents, it criminalises normal 

behaviour and in turn that crimination by the government is detrimental to that family and 

can break up entire family’s at the hands of the government for what is the normal and 

necessary disciple for the welfare of the child or family’s complying out of fear of their 

government at the detriment of the child’s upbringing, wellbeing and safety. I have seen for 

instance a few times a that a smack has been the only way to ensure the safety of a child 

who misbehaving so badly and was out of control so much that the child would force 

themselves away from their mother using force and ran towards traffic narrowly being run 

over. The only way to get that child to stop their behaviour that was putting them in danger 

was to resort to smacking as all other alternatives at that point had been tried and had 

failed. The parent had no other option to ensure the child’s safety. A parent should NEVER 

be criminalised for ensuring the safety and disciplining their child in such a reasonable and 

normal fashion. As a result of parents being scared of normal disciplinary action our society 

is facing people a horrible up and coming un disciplined self-entitled and out of control 

generation further crimination of normal parenting shall things worse and not better. Very 

often the alternatives suggested either do not work or are far worse for the well being of the 

child than smacking. Quite often they suggest psychological means that amount to nothing 

short of psychological abuse of children something that is far more damaging ( Especially to 

children) and much harder to resolve when they develop psychological issues as result in 

the future. For the Welfare and safety of children the Scottish Government and Parliament 

need to realise the difference between the Normal smacking of a child for the wellbeing, 

Welfare and safety of the child and the major difference that is beating up a child and 

abusing a child that is currently illegal. The people of Scotland should not be living in fear of 

their government like something out of the Soviet Union for trying to bring up their children 

in a normal and reasonable fashion.   

 


